
 
Coronavirus: Commission invites Member States to extend restriction on
non-essential travel to the EU until 15 June
 
Brussels, 8 May 2020 

European Commission - Press release

Today the Commission invited Schengen Member States and Schengen Associated States to extend the
temporary restriction on non-essential travel to the EU for another 30 days, until 15 June. While some
EU and Schengen Associated States are taking preliminary steps towards easing the measures for
fighting the spread of the pandemic, the situation remains fragile both in Europe and worldwide. This
calls for continued measures at the external borders to reduce the risk of the disease spreading
through travel to the EU. The lifting of travel restrictions should be phased: as underlined in the Joint
European Roadmap on lifting containment measures, internal border controls will need to start being
lifted gradually and in a coordinated manner before restrictions at the external borders can be relaxed
in a second stage.

Vice-President for Promoting our European Way of Life, Margaritis Schinas, said: “The overall objective
of limiting the spread of coronavirus via reduced social interaction remains. Despite progress in many
European countries, the situation worldwide is very fragile. It is imperative that any action taken is
gradual, with different measures being lifted in different phases.”

Commissioner for Home Affairs, Ylva Johansson underlined: “We need a phased and coordinated
approach. Restoring the normal functioning of the Schengen area of free movement is our first
objective as soon as the health situation allows it. Restrictions on free movement and internal border
controls will need to be lifted gradually before we can remove restrictions at the external borders and
guarantee access to the EU for non-EU residents for non-essential travel.”

The travel restriction, as well as the invitation to extend it, applies to the ‘EU+ area', which includes all
Schengen Member States (including Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, and Romania) and the 4 Schengen
Associated States (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland) – 30 countries in total. The
Commission calls for a continued coordinated approach to the prolongation, as action at the external
borders can only be effective if implemented by all EU and Schengen States at all borders, with the
same end date and in a uniform manner.

The Commission will continue to assist Member States in implementing the restriction on non-essential
travel to the EU, including through regular videoconference meetings with Home Affairs Ministers. Any
further prolongation of the travel restriction beyond 15 June 2020 would need to be assessed again,
based on the evolution of the epidemiological situation.

Background
The Commission invited Heads of State or Government on 16 March 2020 to introduce a temporary
restriction on non-essential travel to the EU for an initial period of 30 days. On 8 April, the Commission
called for prolonging the travel restriction until 15 May. All EU Member States (except Ireland) and
non-EU Schengen countries have since taken national decisions to implement and prolong this travel
restriction.

To assist Member States, the Commission presented on 30 March 2020 guidance on how to implement
the temporary travel restriction, facilitate repatriations from across the world, and deal with those
compelled to stay in the EU longer than they are authorised to as a result of travel restrictions.

The travel restriction does not apply to EU citizens, citizens of non-EU Schengen countries and their
family members, and non-EU nationals who are long-term residents in the EU for the purpose of
returning home. In addition, to limit to the minimum the impact of the restriction on the functioning of
our societies, Member States should not apply the restrictions to specific categories of travellers with
an essential function or need. Essential staff, such as doctors, nurses, healthcare workers, researchers
and experts helping to cope with the coronavirus, as well as persons carrying goods, frontier workers
and seasonal agricultural workers, should also continue to be allowed to enter the EU.

For More Information
Communication on the second assessment of the application of the temporary restriction on non-
essential travel to the EU, 8 May 2020

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-restriction-non-essential-travel-eu_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_652
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_652
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:115:FIN
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_616
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_543
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-restriction-non-essential-travel-eu_en


IP/20/823 

Q&A for people travelling to and from the EU during the pandemic

Communication on the temporary restriction on non-essential travel to the EU, 16 March 2020

Press release - Coronavirus: Commission invites Member States to prolong restriction on non-essential
travel to the EU until 15 May, 8 April 2020

Press release - Coronavirus: Commission presents practical guidance on implementing the temporary
restriction on non-essential travel to the EU, 30 March 2020

Press contacts:
Adalbert JAHNZ (+ 32 2 295 31 56)
BERARD Laura (+32 2 295 57 21)
Ciara BOTTOMLEY (+32 2 296 99 71 )

General public inquiries: Europe Direct by phone 00 800 67 89 10 11 or by email

https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response/travel-and-transportation-during-coronavirus-pandemic/travel-and-eu-during-pandemic_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:115:FIN
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_616
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_543
mailto:adalbert.jahnz@ec.europa.eu
mailto:laura.berard@ec.europa.eu
mailto:ciara.bottomley@ec.europa.eu
http://europa.eu/contact/
http://europa.eu/contact/call-us/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/contact/write-to-us/index_en.htm

	Coronavirus: Commission invites Member States to extend restriction on non-essential travel to the EU until 15 June

